Arlene F. Martin
May 28, 1933 - June 28, 2020

Waddington: Arlene F. Martin, age 87, wife of the late Donald M. Martin, passed away
Sunday, June 28, 2020 at her home after a four-year battle with cancer.
She was born May 28, 1933 at Hepburn Hospital in Ogdensburg, NY to Bernard and
Laura (Davis) Cunningham of Canton. Arlene devoted her life to her family, children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren while working on behalf of her church and
community throughout her life.
She grew up in Canton and graduated from Canton High School in 1951, later she
attended and graduated from Austin Beauty School in Albany, NY.
She married Donald M. Martin on January 17, 1952 at the Methodist Church in Canton,
NY. Arlene later moved to Rochester to join her husband while he attended the Rochester
Institute of Technology, then they relocated to Waddington and built their home after his
graduation. She operated a beauty shop in Waddington for over 22 years while helping
her husband in his businesses. She was also employed by the U.S. Postal Service retiring
in 1998, after 30 years of service.
Arlene was active in the Waddington Senior Citizen Club, Waddington Garden Club,
served as a Girl Scout leader, was a supervisor of the Waddington Youth Center, a past
trustee of the Waddington Methodist Church and also volunteered and served on the
board for the Waddington Resource Center. She was a noted swimmer who swam in the
St. Lawrence River from Memorial Day to Labor Day well into her 80’s.
She is survived by three loving children: Donna and James Reagen of Ogdensburg, NY;
Sandra and Michael Lanham and Michael and Melinda Martin both of Waddington, NY. Six
grandchildren; William and Maureen Hosmer of Ogdensburg, NY, Daniel and Annie
Hosmer of Albany, NY, Oliva Martin of Waddington, NY, Michael Martin and his companion
Jessica Sheets of Ogdensburg, NY, Cody and Katie Howes of Waddington, NY and Emma
Martin of Waddington, NY. She is also survived by nine great-grandchildren; Penelope
Hosmer of Albany, Jonathan, Jason, Benjamin and Emilie Hosmer of Ogdensburg, Cody,
Zoie and Allison Howes of Waddington, and Violet Sheets of Ogdensburg, NY, along with
a brother, Arnold Cunningham of Morley, sisters in-law Helen Mitras of Waddington and
Nola Henry of Oneonta. She was predeceased by her husband, Donald M. Martin; her
brother Lloyd Cunningham, a granddaughter Amber Lanham; sister in-law Eleanor

Cunningham and Doris Mackey; and brothers in-law Gerry Henry, James Mackey and
Paul “Gib” Mitras.
Memorial contributions may be made to Waddington Methodist Church; P.O. Box 445
Waddington, NY 13694, the Waddington Resource Center; P.O. Box 424, Waddington, NY
13694 and or Hospice and Palliative Care of St. Lawrence Valley; 6805 US-11, Potsdam,
NY 13676.
Calling hours for Arlene will be held on Sunday July 12, 2020 from 1:00 P.M. until the time
of the funeral service at 2:30 P.M. at the United Methodist Church, Waddington with Pastor
Donna Fitchette officiating. Interment will be held in Old Brookside Cemetery, Waddington
with a reception to be held immediately following the burial, located outside of the United
Methodist Church.
Arrangements are under the care and direction of Phillips Memorial Home in Waddington.
Those wishing to share memories and condolence online may do so by visiting
www.PhillipsMemorial.com
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Comments

“

Donna, Sandy and Mike, Upon learning of your Mom's passing today, I want to
extend my deepest sympathy to each of you. I have wonderful memories of your
Mom. May the memories you have bring a smile to your face, like the big smile she
had upon greeting one. Loretta Carkner

Loretta Carkner - August 16 at 10:24 PM

“

Donna, Sandy, Mike and Families,
Our deepest sympathy to all of you in the loss of your Mother. She certainly fought
the hard fight to such an insidious disease. May you find peace and comfort in all the
memories she leaves behind.
Jim and Sandy Wright

Sandra Wright - July 06 at 09:50 AM

“

We're sending our condolences to Arlene's family. Bob enjoyed working with Arlene
at the Post Office and has many fond memories of the fun times shared at the
Waddington Post Office. We know she will be missed.
Bob & Charlene Dumas

Bob & Charlene Dumas - July 04 at 12:37 PM

“

Our Aunt Arlene was very dear to me for over 60 years. Her "up home" (as my
mother used to call Waddington) sensibility and hospitality were unmatched. Dear
Donna, Sandy, Mike, and families: although it is a time of sorrow, it is also a time of
peace.
Much love,
Nancy, Elizabeth, Erin, and Kathryn Simison and families

Nancy M.Simison - July 03 at 04:01 PM

“

To the Martin Family, we are so sorry for your loss. May your warm memories get you
through this difficult time. We are keeping you in our thoughts and prayers.
Beverly Sharpe
Roger and Tamme Sharpe and family
Merrill and Debbie Sharpe

Debbie Sharpe - July 03 at 08:11 AM

“

Donna, Sandy, Michael and Family,
Our deepest condolences to you and your family upon the passing of Arlene. Many
memories…that we relived during a visit a few ago years.
Thoughts and prayers,
Dan and Elaine Mayette

Dan Mayette - July 02 at 02:37 PM

“

Frank & Norma Bregg lit a candle in memory of Arlene F. Martin

Frank & Norma Bregg - July 01 at 07:34 PM

“

Donna, Sandy and Mike, we are very sorry to hear about your mom's passing. She
was such a nice lady. Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your families at this
sad time. Sincerely, Susie and Don

Susan Ashley - July 01 at 06:59 PM

“

So sorry to hear of her passing. Hold those memories close to your heart. Such a
wonderful lady. Will miss seeing her. Patty and Steve VanPatten.

Patty VanPatten - July 01 at 06:22 PM

“

Very sorry for the loss of Arlene. I knew her best as a friend to my Aunt Helen
Cressey and through the Methodist Church. We shared the same birthday our gift of
hairdressing. May the God of all peace bless and comfort you all!
Barbara and Gener Barkley

Barbara Barkley - July 01 at 03:24 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Arlene F. Martin.

July 01 at 01:47 PM

“

Prayers to the entire Martin family, Arlene will be missed by all that knew her, but she
will be forever in our hearts. R.I,P. Arlene

Leonard C Putney - July 01 at 01:46 PM

“

So very sorry to hear of the loss of your Mom. She was full of love for her family and
the community of Waddington.May she rest in peace, and your hearts be filled with
happier times you shared with her. Thinking of you.

Judy Martin...Lisbon - July 01 at 11:22 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Betsy - July 01 at 11:04 AM

“

“The glory of gardening: hands in the dirt, head in the sun, heart with nature. To
nurture a garden is to feed not just the body, but the soul. “ Alfred Austin, English
Poet
Arlene’s love of gardening is the perfect analogy to her life philosophy, she nurtured
a garden of love through her children, grandchildren and great grandchildren with
memories to hold close to the heart. Sending Donna, Jim, Sandy, Mike and families
our deepest condolences on Arlene’s passing.

Betsy - July 01 at 11:02 AM

“

Betsy lit a candle in memory of Arlene F. Martin

Betsy - July 01 at 10:50 AM

“

Jackie Kirby lit a candle in memory of Arlene F. Martin

Jackie Kirby - July 01 at 10:07 AM

“

Donna, Sandy, Mike and family;
My condolences to each of you. Arlene certainly continued Don's legacy through her
many hours of service and volunteering here in Waddington. We will miss her
presence going forward, but continue to be inspired by her example.
Thank you for sharing her with the greater Waddingotn family.
Fondly,
Roger Sharlow

Roger Sharlow - July 01 at 09:45 AM

“

Donna, Sandy, Mike and family, I am so sorry for your loss. My sincere condolences
to all of you. I hope that, in time, your wonderful memories of your mother will help to
provide some comfort to you all. Sincerely, Tina Demo

Tina M Demo - July 01 at 08:54 AM

“

So sorry for your loss! May your memories help comfort you
Karen Kitchen
Ted McDonald

karen-Ted - July 01 at 08:27 AM

“

“

Thank Karen
donna reagen - July 01 at 08:37 AM

Donna, Sandy, Mike and families,
I’m so sorry for your loss. I enjoyed your Mother; and, I was happy to see her at
family events. It was especially nice in the last few years to see her in photos with
her great grandchildren.
May your Mom be enjoying Heaven now, reunited with your Dad, and other family
members.
Sincerely,
Pat Kelly

Pat Kelly - June 30 at 11:44 PM

“
“

Thank you so much Pat
donna reagen - July 01 at 08:38 AM

We are so very sorry for your loss.your Mom was such a special lady and she will be
missed. Our thoughts and prayers are with you all. Don and Cher Brining
Cher Brining - July 01 at 09:21 AM

“

Our deepest condolences to you all. Arlene was a wonderful lady and will be missed by our
Wonderful Waddington community.
Rest In Peace Arlene!!
God Bless,
Art, Lorraine Hicks & family
Art & Lorraine Hicks - July 01 at 09:45 AM

“

Our sympathy to all your family. Arlene was a guiding presence at the Methodist Church
among many other places in our town. Such a wonderful lady. Dave and Mabel Baker
Mabel Baker - July 01 at 10:19 AM

“

Donna, Sandy, Mike and faimilies. So very sorry in the loss of your Mom . You are in my
thoughts and prayers. Clara Carswell
clara carswell - July 01 at 05:21 PM

“

So sorry to hear the news, treasure the memories. Thinking of your family.
Jan Wagner Miller
Jan Miller - July 02 at 07:41 AM

“

Donna, Sandy and Mike,
My thoughts and prayers are with you and your families today as you celebrate the life of
your Mom, Grandmother and Great-Grandmother. Arlene was a special lady and will be
truly missed by many.

Sheila Wright

Sheila Wright - July 12 at 09:39 AM

“

Donna, Jim and family we are sorry to hear the sad news. Our condolences and
prayers to the entire family.

Dave and Sue Fishel - June 30 at 11:28 PM

“

“

Thank you sue
donna reagen - July 01 at 08:38 AM

My sincere condolences in the loss of your Mom, Grandmother or Best friend. She
will always be remembered for her caring heart. You are all in my thoughts and
prayers. Sending Love, Light and prayers.

Linda Mittiga - June 30 at 06:54 PM

“

Thank you Linda
donna reagen - July 01 at 08:39 AM

